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ercife contrition for ojlcnccn, ro break off from ini*
quity by repentance, to correct the whole life and
converlation, anu fteadiJy to perfevcre in virtue, is a
painful and difficult t?iTc even to the moft perfect:
by the far greater part this is abandoned., as an un-
attainable objcS.. Hence a fabric of fuperftitious
rites U cor,{m:ded, as conipcafation to the deities
for the violation of their laws.

ACCORDING to the number cf thefe rites, and
flridnefs \vith which they are obferved, the rules of
virtue, and the rccefliiy of moral rectitude, are re-
garded as more or lefs indifpenfable. The antiquity
of the Hindoo fuperftition has conferred upon it a
degree of maturity which has never been attained bv
any other falfe fyftem. Its rites and ceremonies are
more numerous beyond all comparifon: they enter
into every department of fociety, and influence the
whole of its manners. The Hindoo, therefore, may
reft his prefent comfort and future happinefs upon
the obfervance of its rites, with more plaufibility, if
not with more confidence, than the other heathen
nations, who have eftabliihed lefs complex fyftems of
fuperftition. I will not venture to afifert that the
lives of the natives are vicious and abandoned in a
degree proportioned to the melancholy extent of
their fuporftitious lyftem: but thofe concerned in the
police eilablilhiaent of Bengal well know the fre-
quency of fraud, robbery, theft, and litigation.